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Notes on Some Features of Possible Ritual Significance at
MPPNB Shaqarat Mazyad, Southern Jordan

Bo Dahl Hermansen
and Charlott Hoffmann Jensen

Introduction (Fig. 1)

The aim of this paper is to report a range of features and finds recovered at the MPPNB site of
Shaqarat Mayad which may have had a function beyond the purely utilitarian; and to raise
questions and offer some preliminary interpretations, regarding their possible meaning to the
Neolithic inhabitants of Shaqarat Mazyad.

Shaqarat Mazyad is situated at 35°26'23" East/30°26'45" North in the sandstone
mountain area some 13 km north of Petra. The present day vegetation of the area is
predominantly stone oak as well as shrubs and other minor herbs (Gebel 1986). The site was
discovered by Diana Kirkbride in 1964, while surveying the region (Kirkbride 1966: 54). In 1984
Hans Georg K. Gebel made a systematic survey and sounded the site during his work in the
Greater Petra Area (Gebel 1986, 1988). Most recently, a Danish expedition has excavated the site
since 1999 during four consecutive campaigns (Kaliszan et al. 2001, Jensen 2002, Jensen in
press, Hermansen n.d.).

During the MPPNB, the site of Shagarat Mazyad seems to have been a small village, but
due to erosion its original extent is not known. As seen in Fig. 1, the architecture at the site is
organized in clusters of roughly circular housing units. The units A, B, C, D, and E, have been
excavated to floor level, whereas the Units H, K, L, and R, have only been incompletely exposed
and the floors not reached. Like the latter, the larger units, Unit F and Unit J-G, are incompletely
excavated with floors only reached in the south-western part of Unit J. Thus, a functional
interpretation of the housing units in the village is not yet feasible.

Stone Installations (Figs. 2-5)

A peculiar architectural feature, observed regularly at Shaqarat Mazyad, is an installation,
constructed of stones, which is always located next to the entrance inside the circular architectural
units that characterize the habitation of the site (Units A, B, C, D, F, and R). Three of these
installations have been fully excavated (Units A, B, and C); two have been partly excavated (Unit
F and R); and one, which seems to have been demolished already in antiquity, has been traced
(Unit D). In the remaining circular units, no such installations have been exposed so far.
However, their presence in all the completely excavated (A-D), and two of the partly excavated
units (F and R), would seem to indicate that they were a regular, albeit not necessarily "universal"
feature of the circular housing units at Shaqarat Mazyad. As we can see from the photos (Figs. 2-
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